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2017 has been an amazing year. At YOS we are so proud to have had the opportunity throughout the year to deliver 

such valuable programs and services that created greater opportunities for young people and their families, enabling 

them to overcome adversity and build independence. 

YOS celebrated some significant milestones in the last half of 2017. The beginning of the Kickstart early intervention 

program, the first year of the Drive 4 Life graduation and the graduation of students in our school programs.   

It is contended space to choose to devote time and resources towards a celebration.  What we have learnt is that even if 

you don’t think the milestone is a big achievement, life changing or a big step in the scheme of things there is a uplifting 

of the spirit in acknowledgment.  Milestones have significance in an individual’s life and the life of a service or 

organisation. Acknowledgement through a moment or event of celebration however small has significance.  The best 

way to celebrate which perhaps is integral and to have the milestone acknowledged is to share it with others.  Our Lord 

Jesus valued the celebration, turning water into wine at such an event.  A small miracle, an insignificant miracle in the 

scheme of saving the world, but significant for the time and those gathered together in celebration.   



 

 

COURT SUPPORT 2017 

MARTI 

Advocacy and Justice Support  

Youth Worker 

 

Hi there YOS community!  What a year 2017 has been.  

Here’s a quick recap of the work I have been involved in 

over the year. 

I attended courts in the Brisbane and Moreton Bay 

region over 50 times throughout the year to support 

young people aged 12-25 and their families while they 

navigated the legal system. 

Pine Rivers Magistrates Court 18 times providing 

advocacy, court support, transport, 

information and referrals to 84 young people 

Caboolture Magistrates Court 9 times providing 

advocacy, court support, transport, 

information and referrals to 77 young people 

Roma Street, Brisbane, Sandgate, Redcliffe, 

Richlands Magistrates Courts 25 times 

providing advocacy, court support and 

transport to 101 young people 

I attended 4 Court/ Police ordered Restorative 

Conferences in support of young people 

I would like to acknowledge the collaborative work with 

the following people over 2017.   

Youth Justice; ATSILS; YDF and Employment Outcomes; 

TSA Pine Rivers Corps; Legal Aid; Burchill & Horsey; TSA 

Caboolture Corps; Intercept Youth & Family Services; 

Petrie and Boondal Police; Booyah; Pine Rivers and 

Caboolture Magistrates Courts and Centrelink 

Engagement Officers and many many others. 

Thank you for all your support over 2017! 

Bring on 2018 and in the words of Albert Einstein, 

“Striving for social justice is the most valuable thing to do 

in life”. 

Happy New Year and welcome to 2018 from Launchpad! 

This time of year is always exciting and can be stressful 

for our tenants. Finished school, looking for work, 

making time for family, as well as trying to make ends 

meet can be a challenging time. We celebrated with 3 

young people who graduated from Year 12 last year, 

what an outstanding achievement! They’re all looking 

forward to further study or full time work in 2018.  

 

During Christmas time, the Salvos were blessed with 

many generous donations, and so we were able to gift all 

of our tenants with a Christmas hamper of tasty treats 

which they all just loved. We also had an amazing 

donation of a very large gingerbread house, which we 

gifted to one of our tenants who was spending Christmas 

with her many younger brothers and sisters. She was 

very thankful and excited to bring such a special surprise 

to her family.  

 

We had and enjoyed our final community meal for 2017 

at Grill’d, and reflected on what a huge year it had been. 

Everyone was very much looking forward to the break, 

and to see what the New Year would bring.  

Peace and blessings to all, Launchpad is here again in 

2018! 

LAUNCHPAD 2017 

LAURA 

Housing & Tenancy 

Youth Worker, 



 

 

KICKSTART 2017 

MICHAEL 

Housing and Advocacy  

Youth Worker 

 

2017 was a wonderful first year for the Drive for Life 

program at both the Lawnton and Stafford YOS sites. The 

passion and drive to ensure the program succeeds and is 

able to assist young people most in need, was evident in 

what had been achieved and the dedication shown by the 

two coordinators, Wayne and Cheryl.  

As always with developing a new program, there have 

been many highs and also a few lows. These highs and 

lows enabled the team to continue to learn and continually 

improve the program, with the hope to assist so many 

more young people to achieve their goal of gaining their 

provisional licence and develop such important life skills 

that carry on into other aspects of their lives.  

2017 saw both sites create wonderful connections with the 

community and the referrals started flooding in and 

relationships being built. Without our wonderful volunteer 

mentors, this program would not be possible. Since May, 

there are currently 15 mentors on board and 525 logbook 

hours had been achieved across the two sites, with 2 

amazing young people achieving their provisional licence.  

We also held our very first Bunning’s BBQ fundraiser in 

December which was an amazing day bringing volunteer 

mentors, learner drivers and YOS staff together.  

We then finished the year off, by coming together as a 

community and held our first Annual End of Year 

Celebration! Celebrating the amazing people in the 

program and acknowledging the amazing achievements so 

far from the young people. 

Thank you to everyone for making this program possible. If 

you would like to be a part of 2018, don’t hesitate!  

 

 

DRIVE 4 LIFE 2017 

WAYNE and CHERYL 

Program Co-ordinators 

Stafford and Lawnton 

 

2017 was a year of change for the Assessment and Access 

team which saw some great successes. The team 

continued to provide additional case management and 

support to clients of a number of external agencies 

including; Headspace, Education QLD, CYMHS, and to 

clients supported by members of the Inter Urban Youth 

Interagency and Northwest Interagency Networks.  

Youth workers were a part of the Learn and Return 

Alliance (Education QLD Regional Office), which is a 

network of agencies supporting young people on 

suspensions from Education QLD high-schools. The team 

operated the "Living Room" at the Spring Hill site, which 

offered a drop-in service to young people who were 

sleeping rough and living in emergency and transitional 

accommodation in the CBD and Fortitude Valley and 

surrounding suburbs.  

The "Living Room" model successfully assisted a number 

of young people to transition out of homelessness into 

stable accommodation and saw a lot of great engagement 

in the Spring Hill space.  The team worked very hard in 

the later part of the year to develop the Kickstart Tenancy 

Support Program. 

Kickstart is a mobile support service that works with 

young people aged 16-25 to identify, and work on issues 

jeopardising their current tenancy.  This could include 

support with resolving rent arrears, remedying breaches, 

budgeting, developing independent living skills, tenancy 

education, property problems and disputes.  The program 

will work with young people who are renting from north 

of the Brisbane River to south of the North Pine River.  

Working within a case management framework, we aim 

to support young people to overcome adversity and build 

independence through advocacy, information, building 

independent living skills and linking people with 

community supports.   

At Kickstart we are all excited about what 2018 will bring. 



 

 

 

Throughout 2017, Pirlirrpa Students engaged in a number of activities and student run events, such the 

Pirlirrpa Education Program Open Day and Mini Volunteer Expo that attracted agencies and services from 

around Brisbane, students co-contributing to the amazing piece of art work in the classroom supported by our 

Artist in Residence, Robert Duncan and visits to a number of volunteer organisations as well as QPAC for the 

performance of Dracula.  

The classroom and outdoor space itself underwent change with the addition of a wonderful fish tank, turtle 

enclosure and thanks to Henk our Volunteer Garden Expert, the creation of an oasis for students to learn and 

study in.  

This year has seen an amazing group of young people come together as a community and to support one 

another. This has certainly fostered mutual respect and positivity towards one another and those they came 

into contact with. Students themselves had been challenged and achieved outstanding outcomes not just in 

their studies through St. James College, but also through the TAFE Schools Program and external training 

providers. This year we had students awarded qualifications at both Diploma and Certificate levels, with our 

graduating Year 12 Students going on to pursue further studies through TAFE and University.  I knew that 

when students attended graduation this year, they left not only with a sense of completion of studies but will 

go forth with a sense of significance and connection that will definitely bring about change in their spirit, soul 

and hearts now and into the future.  

 

 

PIRLIRRPA EDUCATION PROGRAM 2017 

SAM 

Learning Co-ordinator Pirlirrpa Education Program, Spring Hill 



 

 

 

2017 has been a special and exciting year for all at Lawnton. We celebrated being in our own purpose built classrooms 

which were colour coordinated to match the theme of Beach and Rainforest. The young people had ownership of their 

space and over the year more and more theme related pictures and decorations made their way into the classrooms. We 

enjoyed seeing the mural painted and other highlights throughout the year included twenty-five young people gaining 

their First Aid Certificates along with ten students completing their Certificate II in Hospitality and Tourism. 

Another significant event was the launch of the Drive 4 Life program. Young people got involved in creating a car photo 

booth and many attended the launch. Many of our young people gained their Learner Licence with some starting to build 

up their driving hours. The Lawnton young people attended the Road Safety RYDA course and were commended for their 

pro-active involvement.  

Lawnton hosted several visitors this year including the Viertel Foundation, The Principal from Bundaberg Salvation Army 

School and representatives from Oasis and Territorial Headquarters in Sydney. All visitors commented on how articulate, 

polite, welcoming and helpful our young people were. 

Young people benefited from the ideas and energy of our Activities Worker Lyn and were involved in various sports and 

other indoor and outdoor activities. An innovation in Term 4 was the introduction of an Activity Day which allowed many 

activities to be held over an entire day.   

The Lawnton young people committed to making 200 hundred stars for the ‘Million Stars Against Violence’ art 

installation for the Commonwealth Games in 2018, falling short by about 20, but hey, we were supposed to be doing 

school work too. 

Desiree and Ron worked with students to be involved in work experience and the Harrison Report, which was a survey to 

help work out potential careers options based on skills and abilities. 

All staff at Lawnton are immensely proud of our young people, especially our graduating year 12’s and wish them all the 

very best for the future. 

LAWNTON RAINFOREST & BEACH CLASSES 2017 

DESIREE & ZOEY-BROOKE  

Health & Well-being Youth Worker’s Lawnton 



 

 

 

To have the vision of starting an Independent School is no small undertaking, but to see that vision grow into 

three Independent Schools is something quite remarkable.  

2017 saw the beginning of the YOS Independent School at Goodna. Before the arrival of YOS at Goodna, great 

work had been done by the team which had in many ways laid the foundation for what is to come. Sharing the 

wonderful facilities at The Salvation Army Soundpoint, the newly appointed team had the pleasure of working 

within a close community at the Centre in Goodna. 

 Our aim was to enrol 16 students in Year 11 to support them to achieve their academic and personal goals. 

Along with the Teacher, Juley and two part-time Health and Wellbeing Youth Workers, Sally and Thomas, it 

didn’t take long for the classroom to be filled, and this marked the beginning of the YOS Goodna Independent 

School. Our staff was very proud of all the students and look forward to 2018. 

Some highlights from 2017 were: 

· Visit to the Sensitivity Unit 

· Weekly Gym sessions 

· PASH (Princess Alexandra Sexual Health) 

· Certificate II – Hospitality & Tourism 

· Orienteering 

· Workshop with Salvo’s Legal 

· Art Gallery 

· Science Centre 

· Botanical Gardens 

· Magistrates Court 

· Cooking 

· Visit to the University of 

Queensland 

· Movies 

· Planetarium  

· Power House Historical Tour 

· 10 pin bowling 

· Laser Tag 

GOODNA 2017 

THOMAS & SALLY 

Health & Well-being Youth Worker’s Goodna 



 

 

Thursday 30th November 2017 was a wonderful night of celebration as YOS staff and volunteers, students, 

families and friends, supporters and community partners gathered together to acknowledge the achievements of 

the YOS students, especially those graduating from Year 12 studies. 

For the third consecutive year, Victoria Park Golf Club hosted the event. The ‘Marquee’ looked amazing as more 

than 180 guests entered the room and found their seat, before being welcomed to the night by our wonderful 

MC’s Wayne and Cheryl and an acknowledgement of traditional owners by Robert from Ngutana-Lui. 

Guests were treated to and listened to many student testimonies, hearing about how they had overcome 

adversities to finish their schooling. It was inspiring and uplifting to listen to the young people share personal 

stories about their life circumstances which had led them to YOS. 

19 Year 12 students graduated that night, with another 33 year 10 and 11 students being acknowledged for their 

achievements throughout 2017. 

This year, our “Student of the Year Award” was presented to Karla – a Year 11 student from the YOS Goodna 

School.  Our “Community Spirit Awards” were presented to four students, one from each classroom, these 

awards were presented to Leah, Zane, Sam and Jasmine. 

It was a fantastic night, which allowed YOS to celebrate not only their students but our program partners too.  

We were so glad to have so many supporters attend the night to experience the benefit and results of their 

support and hard work. 

 

 

YOS GRADUATION CEREMONY 

30th November 2017 

 



 

 

MEET PERCY FROM LAWNTON 
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CONTACT US 

SPRING HILL 

97 School Street, Spring Hill QLD 4000 

Phone: 07 3854 1245 

Fax:  07 3831 7848 

E-mail: yosbrisbane@aue.salvationarmy.org 

LAWNTON 

27-29 Lawnton Pocket Road, Lawnton QLD 4501 

Phone: 07 3285 8522 

Fax:  07 3285 4804 

E-mail: yoslawnton@aue.salvationarmy.org 

STAFFORD 

32-54 Hayward Street, Stafford QLD 4053 

Phone: 07 3352 3311 

Fax:  07 3352 5687 

E-mail: yosbrisbane@aue.salvationarmy.org 

GOODNA 

27 Smiths Road, Goodna QLD  

Phone: 07 3280 8800 

Fax:  07 3280 8820 

E-mail: yosbrisbane@aue.salvationarmy.org 

Percy Cawthorne has been 

competing in Brazilian 

Jujitsu for the past two 

years.  A couple of months 

ago he took out the title of 

the Queensland National 

Champion and just 

recently the Australian Champion.   

A few weeks ago on 28 October 2017, he competed in 

the Pan Pacific Championships taking away the Gold 

for his division, winning his first match by points and 

his second match by submission (arm lock).  

Unfortunately, his opponent ended up on the wrong 

edge of the sword as he badly injured his arm, 

however it was a great turnout for Percy as he proudly 

took home the gold medal. 

He currently has a record of over 75 wins in 

competition, has won over 35 Gold’s, and is 

undefeated for his year in juniors.    


